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2021-2022 Scheduling Information

Scheduling Process Tentative Dates

March -- Parents/Guardians and students will receive a Course Selection Form to review and sign.

March/April -- School counselors will begin meeting with each student individually to review the Course

Selection Form.

July 27, 2021 -- School counselors will be available from 8:30 to 3:00 for any scheduling changes.

August 19, 2021 -- School counselors will be available from 8:30 to 3:00 for any scheduling changes.

On the first day of school, students will receive their schedules during homeroom.

All schedule changes must be completed by the twelfth day of school with the exception of

Band and Chorus (which can be changed up until 1st Quarter progress reports).

Any changes after that date will be due to administrative error only.

Student Schedule Changes

The Mountain View School District Board of Education, administration, faculty and staff believe that

every student should take full advantage of the time he/she spends in school and the many opportunities

to take enriching courses. All students should balance study time with a productive use of compulsory

time in school.

During the first twelve days of school, student initiated schedule changes will be considered by the school

counselors and principal. After the twelfth day of school, students will not be allowed to revise their

schedule unless there is an administrative error. However, Band and Chorus students can drop those

courses until 1st Quarter progress reports. The decision to change a schedule after the deadline will

remain solely with the principal.

Changes to a schedule will not be made for the following reasons:

-A student prefers a different lunch (unless medically necessary).

-A student prefers a different teacher.

-A student prefers a different section of the course.

-A student prefers an RP instead of Band/Chorus.

Teacher Recommendations

Teachers will make recommendations for the placement of students’ in Honors level courses based upon

their current level of achievement, CDT and PVAAS projections while keeping in mind mitigating

circumstances that may have affected their level of achievement. Students and parents have the right to

decline any teacher recommendation for Honors level courses and choose to take the academic level

courses instead.

If a student is unhappy with their recommendation, he or she can schedule an appointment with their

classroom teacher to discuss it. Based on that conversation, the student may have the opportunity during

the 4th quarter to make academic improvements. The teacher may change the recommendation based on

these improvements.
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Grading System

The Mountain View High School grading system is as follows:

A= 100-93

B= 92-84

C= 83-77

D= 76-70

F= 69-0

Calculation of final student average and value of final exams:

Marking Period #1 x 2 = _________

Marking Period #2 x 2 = _________

Marking Period #3 x 2 = _________

Marking Period #4 x 2 =_________

Final Exam Grade         = _________

Total _________ divided by 9 = Final Average

Final exams represent 1/9 of the final average for each course.

Honor Roll & High Honor Roll

In order to qualify for the honor roll, a student must have a minimum overall average of 88.0% in all

courses. There shall be no grade of unsatisfactory or incomplete in any course, nor shall any numerically

graded course be below 82.0%

In order to qualify for the high honor roll, a student must have a minimum overall average of 93%. There

shall be no grade of unsatisfactory or incomplete in any course, nor shall any numerically graded course

be below 88%.

Career and Post-Secondary Course Requirements

The Mountain View Career Team has designed developmentally appropriate career exploration

requirements at every level to address students’ academic and vocational planning.

Grade 7 Naviance Assessments and projects in Internet Research

Bi-annual Career Fair

Grade 8 Naviance Assessments and projects in Family and Consumer Sciences

Bi-annual Career Fair

An accumulation of all student career related work will be kept electronically in our Naviance program. All

of these pieces of evidence will be reviewed for completion leading up to graduation.

District Assessment Information

The PSSA is a standards-based, criterion-referenced assessment used to measure a student’s attainment

of Pennsylvania Core standards in Reading, Writing, Mathematics, and Science. These standards identify

what a student should know and be able to do at varying grade levels. The Mountain View School District

participates in the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) each year in grades 7 & 8. The

PSSA assesses Reading/Writing and Mathematics in grades 7. Grade 8 students are assessed in

Reading/Writing, Mathematics, and Science.

Pennsylvania assesses academic standards in Reading, Writing, Mathematics, and Science through the

Keystone Exams. These standards identify what a high school student should know and be able to do at
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the end of three specific courses: Algebra I (8th grade), Biology, and English 10. The Mountain

View School District will participate in the Keystone Exams each year. The Keystone Exam for a given

subject is a standards-based, criterion-referenced assessment used to measure a student’s attainment of

the PA Core Standards, while also determining the degree to which school programs enable students to

obtain proficiency of the standards.

Classroom Diagnostic Tools (CDT) in Science, Reading, and Mathematics will be used to identify students’

strengths and weaknesses in an effort to help students meet and exceed state standards.

7th Grade Core Course Descriptions
(P) = Prerequisite

All seventh grade students will attend core courses in Mathematics, Science, English Language Arts, and

Geography on a daily basis. These core-courses provide fundamental instruction according to the

Pennsylvania State Standards in each content area.

Mathematics 7 (200)

In Grade 7 Math, instructional time will focus on five critical areas: working with ratios, rates and

proportionality, performing operations with rational numbers, evaluating and solving expressions,

equations, and inequalities, visualizing and representing concepts of geometry; and analyzing data and

working with concepts of probability.

Honors Mathematics 7 (202)

(P) 93% or higher in 6
th

grade math and/or teacher recommendation based on student

academic data and work ethic

In Honors Math 7, instructional time should focus on six critical areas: working with ratios, rates and

proportionality; performing operations with rational numbers; evaluating and solving expressions,

equations, and inequalities; visualizing and representing concepts of geometry, analyzing data and

working with concepts of probability, and extending the concepts of geometry to the Pythagorean

Theorem and geometric transformations. This course is designed to move at a faster pace than Math 7

and cover topics more in-depth with less repetition.

Science 7 (307)

This course introduces students to the nature of scientific inquiry and numerous concepts in Physical and

Earth Science. Course instruction seeks to use students’ curiosity and energy, as well as stimulate their

intellect. This is accomplished through the use of many scientific investigations and demonstrations along

with formal coursework. Technology is heavily integrated through presentations, lab work, projects,

Google Classroom, research projects, and various simulations. Major units of study include: The

Scientific Method, Foundations of Chemistry, Energy, Motion and Forces, and Earth Science.

English Language Arts (ELA) 7 (107)

ELA 7 integrates the study of reading and writing to expand students’ skills in those areas. Many works of

literature and nonfiction are read inside and outside of the classroom to develop and reinforce reading

skills. Students will learn and apply the vocabulary necessary to understand, analyze, and evaluate

literature. In addition to teacher-selected works, students will also be responsible for self-selecting and

independently reading fiction and non-fiction and for passing Accelerated Reader quizzes to demonstrate

understanding of those texts. Written assignments will include narrative, argumentative, and

informational pieces, such as short fiction, essays, poetry, and research; proper use of sentence structure,

mechanics, and usage with writing will be expected. Students will practice oral communication skills

through various means.
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Honors English Language Arts (ELA) 7 (127)

(P) 93% or higher in 6
th

grade related course and/or teacher recommendation based on

student academic data and work ethic

Honors ELA 7 integrates the study of reading and writing to expand students’ skills in those areas. Many

works of literature and nonfiction are read inside and outside of the classroom to develop and reinforce

reading skills. The course will include more in-depth study of the assigned readings and move at an

accelerated pace. Students will learn and apply vocabulary necessary to understand, analyze, and evaluate

literature. In addition to teacher-selected works, students will also be responsible for self-selecting and

independently reading fiction and non-fiction texts and for passing Accelerated Reader quizzes to

demonstrate understanding of those texts. The students in this honors course will have a higher AR goal.

Written assignments will include narrative, argumentative, and informational pieces, such as short

fiction, essays, poetry, and research, and proper use of sentence structure, mechanics, and usage with

writing will be expected Students will practice oral communication skills through various means.

Additionally, students will have a summer reading and writing assignment to complete before the school

year begins.

Geography 7 (407)

Seventh grade geography is a course that introduces students to the geographical world based on the Five

Themes of Geography. The course will help students build a foundation for geographical knowledge

centered on the five themes of place, location, movement, region and human and environmental

interaction. The course begins by developing spatial skills in geography, and progresses through a

continent-by-continent study of physical and human geography as it relates to geography’s Five Themes.

Geography is a hands-on course that will allow students to experience the impact that geography has on

the world. The course will include an introduction to geographic information systems. All instruction and

curriculum will be closely linked to the Pennsylvania State Standards.

7th Grade Exploratory Course Descriptions

Each student will be required to participate in all exploratory courses. 7
th

grade students will gain an

understanding of what is contained within each area and will be able to choose a particular area of interest

once they reach high school.

Design and Modeling 7 (083)

Students apply the design process to solve problems and understand the influence of creativity and

innovation in their lives. They work in teams to design a playground and furniture, capturing research and

ideas in their engineering notebooks. Using Autodesk® design software, students create a virtual image of

their designs and produce a portfolio to showcase their innovative solutions.

Health 7 (077)

This class integrates the ten health content areas within the Pennsylvania State Health Curriculum and

the World Health Organizations. The definition of health is the mental, physical, and social well-being of

an individual. A person’s health affects the family and community. Health knowledge, attitudes and

practices are addressed. New games combined with listening skills prepare students to engage in the

process of learning about topics, such as disease prevention and control (AIDS), tobacco, alcohol and

other drugs, and the importance of assertiveness to prevent unhealthy behaviors.
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Internet Research 7 (081)

Students will learn how to locate, use and evaluate sources from the internet and other electronic media.

Students will develop projects directly related to their career interests. Two pieces of evidence will be

developed in this course to meet the state mandated career requirements. This class will also cover coding,

digital footprint and internet safety.

Music Appreciation 7 (073)

This class is designed to provide a better understanding and appreciation of music. Topics to be covered

will include rudimentary music theory concepts such as genres, rhythm, and melody, a basic

understanding of reading and notating music, music in relation to other subject areas, and instrument

playing. Students will work in largely project-based units and in solo and group structures.

Physical Education 7 (614)

An integral part of our educational offerings is the co-educational physical education program offered to

the junior high school students. The program for both males and females offers the knowledge and the

skills involved in both team and individual sports; development of attitudes regarding the positive

benefits of physical conditioning, exercise, and involvement in skill building in lifetime sports.
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8th Grade Core Course Descriptions
(P) = Prerequisite

All eighth grade students will attend core-courses in Mathematics, Science, English Language Arts, and

World Cultures on a daily basis. These core-courses provide fundamental instruction according to the

Pennsylvania State Standards in each content area.

Mathematics 8 (201)

This course focuses on algebraic thinking, numbers and operations, statistical thinking and probability,

and geometry. It is designed to develop the students’ knowledge of linear equations, linear functions, and

system of equations. It will review and expand the real number system and properties of exponents. The

Pythagorean Theorem, translations, rotations, reflections, congruence of triangles, similarity, and volume

are the key geometric ideas that will be explored in this course. Lastly, the students will discover statistical

thinking by analyzing data, experimenting with lines of best fit, and examining several representations of

data.

Honors Algebra I (206 J)

(P) 92% in Mathematics 7; 85% in Honors Mathematics 7; and/or teacher recommendation

based on student academic data and work ethic

This course emphasizes the overall structure of the real number system and the manipulative skills of

algebra as reflections of this structure. The concepts of variables, number properties, positive and

negative numbers, factoring, relationships between numbers, and mathematical symbols and notation are

studied and then applied to the simplification of the evaluation of and performing of operations with

algebraic expressions. The concepts of sets and number properties are applied to the solution and

graphing of equations and inequalities. Emphasis is placed on the development of reasoning, changing

words into symbols, and the application to word problems.

Science 8 (308)

This course is designed to introduce basic concepts of Life Science. Students will be introduced to topics

such as the definition of life, basic cell biology, and the fundamentals of heredity, and ecology. Course

instruction is accomplished through the use of many scientific investigations and demonstrations along

with formal coursework. Technology is heavily integrated through presentations, lab work, projects,

Google Classroom, research projects, and various simulations. The units covered are: Nature of Science,

Life Structure and Function, Interactions of Life, and Genetics and Evolution.

English Language Arts (ELA) 8 (108)

ELA 8 will enable students to strengthen and enhance their comprehension and analytical reading skills

through the utilization of many types of literature and nonfiction materials. Students are taught and held

accountable for the vocabulary necessary to understand, analyze, and evaluate literature. Reading is

required inside as well as outside of the classroom. To fulfill the Accelerated Reader component of this

class, students will self-select and read novels and successfully complete the computer generated quizzes.

ELA 8 will also review the process of writing for a variety of genres, such as short fiction, essays, poetry,

research and analysis of literature. Students will review sentence structure, mechanics and usage, and the

application of those skills to their writing. Students will also review and refine oral communication skills

through various means. For potential success, the Language Arts Department recommends that students

wishing to follow the academic English programs in grades nine through twelve achieve a minimum

average of 88% in grade eight English and Reading.
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Honors English Language Arts (ELA) 8 (128)

(P) Average of 92% in English Language Arts 7; 85% in Honors English Language Arts 7;

and/or teacher recommendation based on student academic data and work ethic

Honors ELA 8 will enable students to strengthen and enhance their comprehension and analytical reading

skills through the utilization of many types of literature and nonfiction materials. The course will include

more in-depth study of the assigned readings and move at an accelerated pace. Students are taught and

held accountable for the vocabulary necessary to understand, analyze, and evaluate literature. Reading is

required inside as well as outside of the classroom. To fulfill the Accelerated Reader component of this

class, students will self-select and read novels and successfully complete the computer generated quizzes.

The students in this honors course will have a higher Accelerated Reader (AR) goal. ELA 8 will also review

the process of writing for a variety of genres, such as short fiction, essays, poetry, research and analysis of

literature. Students will review sentence structure, mechanics and usage, and the application of those

skills to their writing. Students will also review and refine oral communication skills through various

means. Additionally, students will have a summer reading and writing assignment to complete before the

school year begins.

World History I (408)

World History I is a study of the foundations of the modern western world. It will examine the

development of modern society from the Roman Empire to the Industrial Revolution of the 18th and 19th

centuries. Students will apply the themes of history to develop an understanding of how the modern

western world was shaped by the actions of earlier groups and individuals. The course will also focus on

the development of social studies and learning skills including primary and secondary source analysis,

research, study skills, and organization. All instructions will be closely aligned with Pennsylvania State

Academic standards.

8th Grade Exploratory Course Descriptions

Each student will be required to participate in the following exploratory courses. 8
th

grade students will

gain an understanding of what is contained within each area and will be able to choose a particular area of

interest once they reach the high school level.

Automation and Robotics 8 (079)

Students trace the history, development, and influence of automation and robotics as they learn about

mechanical systems, energy transfer, machine automation, and computer control systems. Students use

the VEX Robotics® platform to design, build, and program real-world objects such as traffic lights, toll

booths, and robotic arms.

Family and Consumer Sciences 8 (088)

This class is intended to introduce 8
th

grade students to Family and Consumer Sciences. The focus is on

the practical application of knowledge to an individual’s everyday life by dealing with recurring, practical

problems that face individuals and families. Instruction shall include the principles of consumer behavior,

financial literacy, and basic knowledge of child health and child care skills. Students will complete

computer modules dealing with decision making, internet safety, cyberbullying, online research, career

selection, bank accounts, and the cost of education. Students will develop research projects directly

related to their career interests. Two pieces of evidence will be developed in this course to meet the state

mandated career requirements.

Introduction to World Communications 8 (080)

This course is designed to give students an opportunity to explore the many facets of communications

from cultures around the world.  Students will study verbal and nonverbal communication systems from a

variety of cultures, and they will discover how these languages have contributed to and continue to
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influence the development of the English language.  Students will also receive a brief overview of the

languages taught at Mountain View including word origins and basic vocabulary in French, Spanish, and

Latin before choosing which language to study in high school

Physical Education 8 (615)

An integral part of our educational offerings is the co-educational physical education program offered to

the junior high school students. The program for both males and females offers the knowledge and the

skills involved in both team and individual sports; development of attitudes regarding the positive

benefits of physical conditioning, exercise, and involvement in skill building in lifetime sports.

Visual Art 8 (076)

This course explores the world of visual art incorporating studio production and art criticism with a focus

on art appreciation and art history. Projects will find inspiration from famous artists, art periods, and/or

art styles. Various art elements and principles will be the basis for each unit.

Elective Courses for Students in 7th & 8th Grade

In addition to the required courses, seventh and eighth grade students may join the band and/or chorus.

These courses will be added to the student’s schedule if they choose.

Junior Band 7 and Junior Band 8 (901)

Junior Band 7 and 8 are two separate, non-sequential courses taught in alternate years. Membership is

open to any student in grades seven or eight who exhibits a genuine interest in band music and its

performance.

Junior Band 7 students receive instruction about the proper holding of instruments, proper breathing

techniques, proper articulation, correct finger positions of respective notes, rhythm, basic music

fundamentals, and proper posture for performance. Junior Band 8 students receive instruction about the

different methods of articulation, complex note values and rhythms, slurring, phrasing, and extending the

low and high range of notes on their respective instruments. 

Performance in all concerts is mandatory. This can include the Winter Concert, March Concert, and

Spring Concert and any other concerts that are scheduled. Participation in the Susquehanna County Band

Festival, PMEA District 9 Bandfest, and Marywood Jr. Wind Band Celebration is optional to those

eligible.

Junior Chorus 7 and Junior Chorus 8 (902)

Junior Chorus 7 and 8 are two separate, non-sequential courses taught in alternate years. Membership is

open to any student in grades seven or eight who exhibits a genuine interest in band or choral music and

its performance.

Both Junior Chorus 7 and 8 study music literacy, correct posture and breathing, intonation,

pronunciation, and ensemble awareness and collaboration. A systematic program for learning how to sing

is combined with the rehearsal of performance selections. Principles of learning concerning presentation

methods, lesson order, motivation, improved recall techniques, and lesson applications have been

incorporated into the course.

Performance in the Winter Concert and Spring Concert and any other announced concerts, including

Pops, are mandatory.  Participation in the Susquehanna County Band and Chorus Festival is optional to

those eligible.
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Additional Programs for Students in 7th & 8th Grade

NOLA – Northeast Online Learning Academy

A cyber services program providing opportunities for students, including remediation, course credit

recovery, and enrichment. Interested students and parents may contact the Guidance Office at

570-434-8525.

VLN - Virtual Learning Academy

A cyber service program providing opportunities for students seeking to enroll in a cyber school on a

full-time basis.  Interested students and parents may contact the Guidance Office at 570-434-8525.

NONDISCRIMINATION CLAUSE

Mountain View School District is an equal opportunity education institution and will not discriminate on

the basis of race, color, age, creed, religion, gender, sexual orientation, ancestry, national origin, or

handicap/disability in its activities, programs, or employment practices as required by Title VI, Title IX,

and Section 504.

For information regarding civil rights, grievance procedures, activities, and facilities that are accessible to

and usable by students with a disability, contact Mrs. Stephanie Anuszewski, at 11749 State Route 106,

Kingsley, PA, 18826, (570) 434-8439.

All activities and courses, including industrial arts, vocational-technical education, and physical education

courses at Mountain View School District, are available to all students as required by Title VI, Title IX,

and Section 504. If there are prerequisites, they are based on ability and aptitude, not on race, color, age,

creed, religion, gender, sexual orientation, ancestry, national origin, or handicap/disability. Students with

a disability may qualify for special services and instruction and equipment modifications in order to

complete the course successfully or to participate in an activity.
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